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Societal concerns about ethnic minorities (EM) in Hong Kong have been on the 

rise.  For better or for worse, EMs have become more visible in recent times, yet 

there is little public debate of the forms and politics of, or the sensibilities 

surrounding, their visibility.  Against existing research, which tends to be policy 

studies couched in legal and/or welfare-based perspectives, critical cultural 

research is only nascent in Hong Kong.  Moreover, seldom is attention paid to 

EM’s own sense of “subjecthood,” such as their articulation of self-

understanding formed through lived experiences, sensibilities, emotions, 

sentiments, empathy, and even tempers and moods.  Social misunderstanding, 

not to mention stereotyping, mystification, and discrimination, often stems from 

a neglect of the surprising and enlivening texture of minorities’ emotional 

world.  To explore EM’s sensibilities, one of the ways is to engage them in self-

documentation through visual representations. 

 

This three-day symposium aims to explore the themes above, and to offer 

participants a direct dialogue with EMs on video-making, personal lived 

feelings and experiences, and the consequences of visibility. The programme 

consists of academic discussion, screening of EMs’ visual works, and dialogue 

sessions of sharing as well as critical commentary with NGOs and art groups in 

the community.    

 

John Erni & Lisa Leung, Convenors

Organized by: Supported by: 
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PROGRAMME 

15 October 2014 - Day 1(Wednesday) 

 
Time Programme 

9:00am – 9:15am Reception 

9:15am – 9:30am 

Welcoming Remarks  

 

Prof. Chow Kwok Ching, Associate Dean, Faculty of Arts, HKBU 

Representative, Hong Kong Academy of the Humanities 

Convenors: Prof. John Erni, HKBU and Dr. Lisa Leung, Lingnan U. 

9:30am – 10:40am 

Keynote Speech – Chaired by Prof. John Erni 

 

Prof. Elspeth Probyn (The University of Sydney, Australia) 

“Homing after fish: Visualising the affective habitus of ‘ethnic’ fish” 

10:40am – 11:00am Coffee break 

11:00am – 12:30pm 

Session 1 – Chaired by Tobias Zuser 

Prof. Kim Hyun Mee (Yonsei University, Korea) 

“Are There ‘Proper Migrants’?: The Making of Affective Personhood 

through Films among Migrants in South Korea” 

 

Dr. Yuko Kawai (Rikkyo University, Japan) 

“Feeling Ethnic and Thinking Multiculturally: Empathy through Ethnic 

Minorities’ Visual Self-Representation” 

12:30pm – 2:00pm Lunch 

2:00pm – 3:30pm 

Session 2 – Chaired by Dr. Asale Angel-Ajani 

Dr. Paul O’Connor (Chinese University of Hong Kong) 

“How Does One Feel Ethnic?” 

 

Dr. Clifton Evers (University of Nottingham, Ningbo China) 

“Hegemonic Australian masculinity and mobile media in Shanghai, 

China: Listening and learning from feeling ethnic” 

3:30pm – 3:50pm Coffee break 

3:50pm – 5:20pm 

Session 3 – Chaired by James Shea 

Dr. Selvaraj Velayutham (Macquarie University, Australia) 

“In time, I could Sing Along to the Songs: PRC Chinese workers in 

Singapore’s Little India and Incongruous Encounters with Difference” 

Dr. Julian Groves (HK University of Science and Technology) 

“Privileged Minorities:  ‘Gwai loh’ Encounters with Hong Kong’s 

Ethnic Communities” 

6:00pm Welcome Dinner (for invited participants only) 
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16 October 2014 - Day 2 (Thursday) 

Public Screening and Fora 

 

Time Programme 

09:15am – 09:30am Reception 

09:30am – 11:00am 

1
st
 session – Creativity (Part I)*  - Moderated by Dr. Louis Ho 

 

Screening: All About Us: A Documentary (2014; 40 minutes); 

Jellyfishman (2013; 9 minutes) 

 

Panelists: 

Teresa Kwong (Assistant Programme Director, HK Arts Centre) 

Barua Olique Kumar (Video editor, Jellyfishman) 

Eric Tsang (Director, All About Us: A Documentary) 

11:00am – 11:20am Coffee Break 

11:20am – 1:00pm 

1
st
 session – Creativity (Part II) – Moderated by Charmaine 

Carvalho 

 

Screening: A Doll’s House- 21
st
 Century (2014; 31 minutes); 

Don’t Just Dream, do (2013; 13 minutes); Sunset in the East 

(2012; 11 minutes) 

 

Panelists: 

Maria Malik (Director, A Doll’s House) 

Kandal Satish (Director, Don’t Just Dream, do) 

George Gurung (Actor, Don’t Just Dream, do) 

Hector Telmo (Co-founder of Without Equal Productions) 

 

1:00pm – 2:00pm Lunch 

2:00pm – 3:30pm 

2
nd

 session – Community* - Moderated by Prof. John Erni 

 

Panelists: 

Dr. Margaret Ng Ngoi-yee (Chairperson, Hong Kong Unison) 

Dr. Chan Kui Pui (Principal, Delia Memorial School(Glee Path)) 

Ms. Castro Luisa (Nadia) (Teacher, IKTMC, media team) 

Ms. Sky Siu (Acting Executive Director, KELY Support Group)  

Mr. Lo Kai Chung (Unit-in-charge, Services for Ethnic 

Minorities Unit in HKSKH Lady MacLehose Centre) 

 

3:30pm – 3:50pm Coffee Break 
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16 October 2014 – Day 2 (Thursday) 

Public Screening and Fora 

 

3:50pm – 5:20pm 3
rd

 session – Practices* - Moderated by Dr. Lisa Leung 

 

Panelists: 

Ricky Chan (Actor) 

Lau Kwok Cheong (Director, Tactical Unit-Partner) 

Vivek Mahbubani (Stand-up Comedian) 

Jan Yumul (Radio Host, Pinoy Fuse/President of ‘Section Juan’) 
 

5:20pm – 6:20pm Book Launch – Understanding South Asian Minorities in Hong 

Kong by John Erni and Lisa Leung 

7:00pm 
Dinner (for invited participants only) 

 

*conducted in Cantonese (simultaneous interpreting services will be provided for the participants 

only) 

 

17 October 2014 - Day 3 (Friday) 

 

Time Programme  

09:15am – 09:30am Reception  

09:30am – 11:00am 

Session 4 – Chaired by Dr. Dorothy Tse 

Prof. Lo Kwai Cheung (Hong Kong Baptist University) 

“What’s Love Got to do With Ethnic Relations: No Hate Speech in 

Hong Kong?” 

 

Dr. Ku Hok Bun (Hong Kong Polytechnic University) 

“Politics of Language and Power of Recognition – the South Asian 

Ethnic Minority in Exclusive Hong Kong Chinese Society 

11:00am – 11:20am Coffee Break 

11:20am – 12:50pm 

Session 5 – Chaired by Dr. Chow Yiu Fai 

Dr. Jennifer Biddle (University of New South Wales, Australia) 

“Remote Avant-garde: Animation as Indigenous Hyper-Realism” 

 

Dr. Tanja Dreher (University of Wollongong, Australia) 

“From Visibility to Being Heard: Ethnic Minority Media 

Production and the Politics of Listening” 

12:50pm – 1:20pm 
Closing remarks by Prof. Koichi Iwabuchi (Monash University, 

Australia) 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Prof. Elspeth Probyn 

Professor of Gender & Cultural Studies 

The University of Sydney, Australia 
 

Homing after fish: Visualising the affective habitus of ‘ethnic’ fish 

 

The ‘new’ Billingsgate fish market in London isn’t so new anymore. It hasn’t 

aged as gracefully as the ornate building on the Thames that it replaced in 1982. 

Where the old Billingsgate has gold fish weathervanes under the watchful eye 

of Triton, the new one has the Market Constabulary patrolling the market. The 

old Billingsgate was the site of the world’s largest fish market in the 19
th
 

century, as befitted an imperial island built on the riches of the sea and the 

plundered goods shipped by sea.  
 

What immediately strikes me on entering the new fish market is the 

predominance of ‘exotic fish’ stalls. These are not aquaria species but the fish 

that migrants eat, still marked out by their different tastes, shapes, and textures. 

I talk to the stallholders some of whom remember the old Billingsgate and who 

followed their fathers and grandfathers into the job. Each one specialises in 

particular species. My favourite is the man selling eels – jellied, party packs, 
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smoked, alive or dead. Other stallholders –the ones selling parrot fish, tilapia 

and shark - are new to the game.  
 

As I have found in my fieldwork in Australia, people often follow - or to use a 

biological term, ‘home after’- fish along ethnic lines. Here ‘homing’ can model 

the ways in which migrants search after the tastes of home by following fish and 

fisheries. For instance, the Puglisi family who came in waves of migration from 

the same part of Sicily set up the fisheries along the southeast coast of Australia. 

Over in South Australia, generations of Croatians who ventured from the small 

island of Kali to finally reach Port Lincoln own the hugely profitable Blue Fin 

Tuna fishery. This presents the question: how are ethnicity, fish, and humans 

connected? Rather than a Bourdieusian hierarchy of social distinction, the 

relationship is akin to what the French sociologist of attachment Antoine 

Hennion describes as ‘those things which holds us together.’  
 

In this paper I map out an affective ecology of tastes, textures, smells, sounds, 

and visuals of fish-human relations to analyse the connections that ethnicity 

forges between and among humans and nonhumans in ways that hold us 

together but also mark out difference, otherness, and the ‘exotic’. 
 

Biography: Elspeth Probyn (Fellow of the Australian Academy of Humanities, 

and Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia) is Professor of 

Gender & Cultural Studies at the University of Sydney. She has taught media, 

cultural studies and sociology at universities in Canada and the USA, and has 

held several prestigious visiting appointments around the world. Her work has 

helped to establish several new areas of scholarship – from embodied research 

methods to cultural studies of food. Professor Probyn is the author of several 

groundbreaking monographs: on subjectivity and gender in cultural studies 

(Sexing the Self: Gendered Positions in Cultural Studies), on queer desire and 

belonging (Outside Belonging), on eating and identity (FoodSexIdentity), on 

affect and emotion (Blush: Faces on Shame). She has also published well over a 

hundred articles and chapters across the fields of gender, media, and cultural 

studies, philosophy, cultural geography, anthropology and critical psychology. 

Her current research, The Future of Food: the sustainable production and 

consumption of fish (a funded Australian Research Council Discovery Project) 

analyses the sustainability of the production and consumption of fish, or what 

she calls ‘more-than-human” sustainable fish communities, the results of which 

will be published in a new book, Oceanic (Duke University Press, forthcoming).  
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PAPER ABSTRACTS 

15 October 2014 

Session 1 

Prof. Kim Hyun Mee, Yonsei University, Korea 

“Are There ‘Proper Migrants’?: The Making of Affective Personhood 

through Films among Migrants in South Korea” 

Migrants tend to pay close attention to the affect and emotions of others while 

they learn and re-learn the ‘racial etiquette’ of local residents in receiving 

countries, and hence straddle across multiple translocal racial formations. This 

behavior is also observed in South Korea, where migrants have documented 

aspects of their lives in short or narrative films that they have made and 

circulated. This paper interprets these films as self-portraits to negotiate with 

Koreans, and as a means of addressing how the official categorization of 

migrants in different roles and legal constraints has led to the emergence of 

specific forms of affect and affective practices among migrants. At the same 

time, and in contrast to the construction of migrants as suitable, proper or 

commodifiable beings in a South Korea’s neoliberal environment, these films 

also serves as a platform for migrants to express themselves as autonomous or 

culturally cosmopolitan beings in resistance to the restrictive and discriminating 

conditions. As such, these films can be viewed as a contested domain for 

migrants and diverse audiences in Korean society to interpret and re-interpret 

forms of affective personhoods for migrants. 

Biography: Hyun Mee Kim is Professor of the Department of Cultural 

Anthropology and Graduate Program in Culture and Gender Studies, Yonsei 

University, South Korea. Her research interests include gender and migration, 

critical cultural theories; city and human ecology; globalization and labor. She 

has written articles on diverse migrants coming to South Korea including 

marriage migrants, asylum seekers and economic migrants. She is the author of 

Cultural Translation in a Global Era (2005) and We always leave home: 

Becoming migrants in South Korea (2014), and co-edited Intimate Enemy: How 

Neoliberalism has become our everyday lives(2010), and We are all people with 

differences: Towards multiculturalism for co-existence(2013). She was a 

Committee Member for the Division of Human Rights for Foreigners, National 

Human Rights Commission of Korea(2008-2010) and is a member of the Forum 

on Human Rights for Migrant Women in South Korea. Contact email: 

hmkim2@yonsei.ac.kr 
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Dr. Yuko Kawai, Rikkyo University, Japan 

“Feeling Ethnic and Thinking Multiculturally: Empathy through Ethnic 

Minorities’ Visual Self-Representation” 

 

This paper revisits the concept of empathy by examining how the majority 

group uses an ethnic minority’s visual self-representation as a way of 

understanding the other. Media self-representation by ethnic minority groups is 

an important resource for the majority group’s understanding of ethnic minority 

groups. Studied mainly in psychology and philosophy, empathy refers to 

understanding others’ emotions and thoughts from their perspective. Empathy 

has also received attention from scholars in the fields of multicultural education 

and critical pedagogy as an important means of creating a multicultural 

consciousness and building a more just and equitable multicultural relationship. 

Despite limitations that some of those scholars identified and criticized, 

empathy, which views understanding the other as involving both affective and 

cognitive processes and outcomes, continues to be a key multicultural issue that 

requires a further investigation.  

In this study, I analyze Japanese college students’ reactions to the independent 

documentary film Permanência about young Japanese Brazilian return migrants 

in Japan. This 2006 film was directed by a Japanese Brazilian, once a return 

migrant himself. Seeking better economic opportunities, a substantial number of 

Japanese Brazilians began to return to Japan in the 1990s. In Brazil, they were 

known as Japanese and “a model minority” with relatively higher educational 

and income levels. However, back in Japan, primarily engaging in manual 

labor, they have been marginalized as foreigners with lower socio-economic 

status. In this paper, first, I engage in an interdisciplinary discussion of how 

empathy has been studied, defined, criticized, and redefined. Second, I examine 

Japanese students’ responses to the film by referring to empathy as a conceptual 

framework. Third, I explore how ethnic minorities’ visual self-representations 

can be used appropriately as a resource to enhance the majority group’s 

understanding of ethnic minority groups.  

 

Biography: Yuko Kawai is Associate Professor of Communication at the 

College of Intercultural Communication, Rikkyo University, Japan. Her 

research interests lie in issues concerning intercultural communication, 

especially nationalism, racism, and multiculturalism. 

 

 

 

 



International Symposium                                                                                            
“Feeling ethnic: visuality, emotions, and minority culture”                                                                    

15 – 17 October 2014 
9 

 

Session 2 

Dr. Paul O'Connor, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

“How Does One Feel Ethnic?” 

In this paper I explore the idea of feeling ethnic. How does one feel ethnic? 

What circumstances evoke a feeling of ethnicity? It begins by addressing ideas 

of ethnicity as both minority and majority, and then looking deeper into the 

notion of embodied ethnicity and affect. All people are ethnic, yet some are 

considered more ethnic than others. The body is inscribed with meaning, how 

does this meaning therefore translate to the idea and notion of feeling ethnic in 

different contexts? I bring these reflections on affect to the street level and 

consider how people engage with city space, specifically what activities play on 

ethnicity and provide an emotional response in the shared spaces of Hong Kong. 

Drawing on fieldwork with Pakistani youth, Indonesian foreign domestic 

workers, White expatriates, and African asylum seekers, I pursue the 

significance of feeling a part of Hong Kong. This is concluded with musings on 

how feeling ethnic manifests in everyday activities and the importance of 

dialogue and play. 

 

Biography: Originally from the UK Paul received his PhD in Sociology from 

the University of Queensland on the subject of the ‘everyday hybridity of young 

Muslims in Hong Kong’ in 2009. He has various publications including a book 

‘Islam in Hong Kong’ with Hong Kong University Press in 2012. As an 

interdisciplinary scholar Paul’s work includes a focus on social theory, 

religious and ethnic minorities, and the body and urban space. He has taught a 

variety of courses at the Chinese University of Hong Kong’s department of 

Anthropology on ethnicity, Islam, religion and culture, anthropology of the 

body, and globalization. He has a strong interest in ethnicity in Hong Kong and 

has pursued this in advanced research at Brown University's International 

Advanced Research Institutes in 2014. Most recently his research has looked at 

Hong Kong Muslims making the pilgrimage to Mecca, overlooked religions in 

Hong Kong, and skateboard culture. 

 



International Symposium                                                                                            
“Feeling ethnic: visuality, emotions, and minority culture”                                                                    

15 – 17 October 2014 
10 

 

Dr. Clifton Evers, University of Nottingham, Ningbo China 

“Hegemonic Australian masculinity and mobile media in Shanghai, China: 

Listening and learning from feeling ethnic” 

 

Research about hegemonic Australian masculinity and migration experiences 

tends to focus on those moving to Australia and how the new arrivals must 

renegotiate their own identities in relation to it (Donaldson et al., 2009). Some 

of the valued signifiers of this hegemonic Australian masculinity are Caucasian, 

stoicism, strength, control, self-reliance, honour, respect, and particular bonding 

practices e.g. through sexual conquest, fighting, and alcohol consumption.  

When it comes to feeling ethnic, Caucasian Australian men who ascribe to these 

signifiers tend to take their own ethnicity for granted; indeed, if they even feel 

they have an ethnicity. That’s not to say they don’t know about ethnicity, but 

that this is the use of the ethnicity of others to police belonging or is ethnicity as 

consumed through “exotic” food, clothing, goods, and tourism. However, what 

happens when these men are caught up in globalisation as they take up 

privileged employment and expatriate life around the world? How does this 

hegemonic masculinity travel? As Raymond Hibbins and Bob Pease (2009) 

explain, “During the settlement process and beyond men need to adapt gender, 

national, sexual, ethnic, and class dimensions of identity” (p. 3). Some of these 

men assimilate by learning codes and symbols from among the new conditions 

of possibility. Others work to reaffirm or even exaggerate their ‘Aussie male’ 

identity. For some of these men it’s the first time, they are involved in an 

ongoing process of dealing with feeling ethnic with variable emphasis at any 

given time and in any given space. However, the men and these approaches are 

privileged in that there is the use of the identities of those where they currently 

are to “service a white, masculine story of (self)-discovery” whereby they 

attempt to absorb the other (Ahmed, 2000, p. 123), and the use of their 

privileged economic, social, and cultural capital to map, set up, move between, 

and legitimise their own zones of belonging so they can seek out and feel the 

familiar. That is, there continues to be the reiteration of the powerful privilege 

of managing feeling ethnic. However, this privilege does not go unchallenged 

(e.g. by other masculinities in China) and the ability to manage feeling ethnic is 

taken away from them. A power struggle ensues. 

This paper is an auto-ethnographic and ethnographic portrait of work, domestic, 

and leisure experiences of a cohort of Caucasian Australian men in Shanghai, 

China. I critically examine the intersection of what they believe they ‘should’ 

be, ‘should’ do, and ‘should’ feel and when the decision as to 'feeling ethnic' is 

taken out of their hands. This involves identifying and interrogating 

transformative embodied experiences that provoke anger, shame, disgust, 

dissmell, pride, and more. The paper includes discussion of these men’s use of 

mobile media – social media (e.g. WeChat) and mobile phones – to negotiate 
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feeling ethnic. The importance of this paper is that it will deconstruct some of 

the privileges of these men (and myself) so that it might be possible to identify 

when, where, and how to get them to listen and learn from feeling ethnic in the 

cause of a gendered and post-colonial ethics. 

 

Biography: Dr. Clifton Evers has conducted research for government 

departments, elite sporting organisations, community groups, media outlets, 

and private industry. My work has been published as publicly available 

government reports and as academic articles in international peer-reviewed 

journals such as the International Journal of Communication, South Atlantic 

Quarterly, Journal of Sport and Social Issues, Social & Cultural Geography, 

and Cultural Studies Review. Clifton is currently working on cultures of 

masculinity; digital media and masculinity; digital media and lifestyle/action 

sports; and street markets.  He recently co-edited a book (with Kirsten Seale) 

entitled Informal Urban Street Markets: international Perspectives (Routledge). 

Clifton is a member of the International Association of Cultural Studies and 

editor-in-chief for the online humanities journal Altitude: An e- journal of 

emerging humanities work. 
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Session 3 

Dr. Selvaraj Velayutham, Macquarie University, Australia  

“In time, I could Sing Along to the Songs: PRC Chinese workers in 

Singapore’s Little India and Incongruous Encounters with Difference” 

 

This paper examines cases of incongruous encounters where, because of 

Singapore’s radicalized visa system, PRC migrant workers find themselves 

working in South Asian owned and staffed restaurants in Singapore’s Little 

India. PRC migrant workers because of their ethno-national identity; migrant 

status (low-waged/skilled visa category); and place of employment are turned 

into minorities in a city-state with an ethnic Chinese majority population. The 

paper considers the question of cultural mobility and intercultural encounter in 

relation to the variegated citizenships of temporary migrant labour. It asks, 

under what labour conditions are a cosmopolitan sensibility and openness to 

otherness likely to emerge, as against a set of survival based intercultural 

capacities? The cases highlight how in a place like Singapore, the ‘encounter’ 

needs to be understood within a regime of mobile labour, racial hierarchies and 

a highly stratified system of work visas and that learnt capacities to function and 

interact across difference should not necessarily be romanticised as a 

cosmopolitan sensibility.  

Biography: Selvaraj Velayutham is Senior Lecturer in the Department of 

Sociology, Macquarie University, Australia. His research interests are in the 

area of race and ethnic studies, international migration and multiculturalism. 

He is the author of Responding to Globalization: Nation, Culture and Identity in 

Singapore and co-editor of Dissent and Resistance in Asia’s 

Cities and Everyday Multiculturalism. His current research include: Everyday 

Diversity at Work; New Racisms and the Integration Challenge in Singapore; 
and Indian Transient Labour, Masculinities and the Everyday. 
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Dr. Julian Groves, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

“Privileged Minorities:  ‘Gwai loh’ Encounters with Hong Kong’s Ethnic 

Communities” 

This paper draws on the researcher’s own experience of being a British 

expatriate in Hong Kong who studies ethnic minorities.  “Westerners” in Hong 

Kong do not obviously fall into the category of “ethnic minority,” and we must 

avoid drawing “false parallels” between their situations of privilege and the 

situations of groups that have experienced the pernicious marginalization of 

immigration policies and discriminatory attitudes.  Nevertheless, an 

understanding of privileged groups is essential for understanding the process of 

marginalization of the less privileged.  In this paper I offer some suggestions for 

how studying the Western expatriate community can further our understanding 

of other ethnic minorities in Hong Kong. Three areas deserve attention. First, 

expatriates who research ethnic minorities need to be aware of the nature of the 

privilege that they have over their informants, since this can influence the 

stories that they tell about ethnic minorities.  A second area of inquiry might 

include an examination of the diverse experiences and needs among Western 

expats; between men and women, and between highly-paid workers in the 

corporate sector and lower-paid workers in service industries.  It is these 

gendered and class experiences that bring Western expats into contact with 

Hong Kong’s ethnic minorities. It has fallen on the shoulders of expatriate 

women, for example, to negotiate childcare with foreign domestic helpers.  

Finally I suggest that there needs to be a greater understanding of how local 

Hong Kong residents perceive Western expatriates in relationship to other 

ethnic groups in Hong Kong, as well as Mainland expatriates.  Data is drawn 

from numerous research projects undertaken by the author in his studies of 

migrant domestic helpers, employers of domestic helpers, an expatriate comedy 

club, anti-mainland protests, and personal encounters while employed as a 

professor at one of Hong Kong’s major research universities.   

 

Biography:  Originally from the UK, Julian M. Groves graduated with a 

BA(Hons.) Degree in sociology from Durham University and a Masters and 

PhD in sociology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.   He 

has taught at HKUST for fourteen years and is author of a book (Hearts and 

Minds: The Controversy over Laboratory Animals) with Temple University 

Press. He has also published numerous articles in academic journals on 

migrant domestic helpers, non-engaged youth, social work, and ethnography in 

Hong Kong.  He offers courses in sociology, gender, Hong Kong society and 

social research methods. 
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17 October 2014 

Session 4 

Prof. Lo Kwai Cheung, Hong Kong Baptist University 

“What’s Love Got to do With Ethnic Relations: No Hate Speech in Hong 

Kong?” 

 

This paper attempts to examine the ethnic relations in the twenty-first century 

Hong Kong with the Lacanian concept of “hainamoration” (the fusion of two 

French words, haine [hate] and enamouré [being in love]). It looks at three 

specific cases: i) the columnist Tsao Chip’s sarcastic essay about how he 

blamed his Filipino domestic helper by calling her country “a nation of 

servants” in response to the disputing claim over the Spratly Island between 

China and the Philippines in 2009; ii) local protests against the Mainland 

Chinese visitors by stereotyping them as “locust” climaxed in the full-page 

advertisement on Apple Daily in 2012; iii) a Mainland Chinese Muslim 

student’s open letter to the President of the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 

request for a Halal cafeteria on campus in 2014. One way or the other these 

cases manifest love for a nation, a city, and a religion, but love can be 

aggressive and violent. Love is a fantasy of oneness, and of imaginary unity. 

One loves the other only insofar as one wants to be in other’s place aggressively. 

Hence, aggressivity is just as present as in loving acts as in violent ones. There 

is always some ambivalence and interdependence of love and hate. When it 

comes to the issue of ethnic relations, rarely would one say “I desire to be the 

other.” Instead, one only desires what the other desires, without wanting to be 

the other. This paper analyzes how the speech made in these selected cases 

appropriates the addressee as a mediator in order to establish a power relation 

and to confirm the identity and authority of the enunciator.  

 

Biography: Kwai-Cheung Lo, Professor in the Department of Humanities and 

Creative Writing, and Director of Creative and Professional Writing Program at 

Hong Kong Baptist University, is the author of Excess and Masculinity in Asian 

Cultural Productions (State University of New York Press, 2010), and Chinese 

Face / Off: The Transnational Popular Culture of Hong Kong (University of 

Illinois Press, 2005). Also a creative writer in Chinese language, currently he is 

working on a book manuscript of ethnic minority cinema in China, and a 

research project on Asianism. 
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Dr. Ku Hok Bun, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

“Politics of Language and Power of Recognition – the South Asian Ethnic 

Minority in Exclusive Hong Kong Chinese Society” 

 

Underneath a veneer of racial harmony and acceptance, racial discrimination is 

widespread at many different levels of life in Hong Kong, the so called “global 

city”.  For decades, some minority communities have lived with subtle but 

institutionalized and cultural discrimination permeating their existence. More 

recently, social exclusion has become an important theme in policy debates in 

Hong Kong. It is increasingly recognized that ‘ethnicity’ and ‘social exclusion’ 

are closely related. According to our research on Life Situation of the South 

Asian Minority in Hong Kong, we find that language lies at the heart of 

difficulties faced in everyday life (e.g. education, employment, housing and 

social service). An important element in constituting cultural identity, language 

helps to define a person’s social location and is the most obvious boundary 

marker. It identifies a member of the community to the outside world, 

separating him or her from wider society into a category considered backward 

and uncivilized. This paper investigates how language constitutes the everyday 

life experience of cultural exclusion among the South Asian minority, and how 

mainstream Hong Kong society excludes this minority through language. I 

would, however, argue that probing beyond language reveals how color still 

matters in obtaining recognition and acceptance in Hong Kong Chinese society. 

 

Biography: Dr. Hok Bun KU, Associate Professor in the Department of 

Applied Social Studies at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Program 

Leader of Master Social Work (China), Visiting Professor of China Youth 

University of Political Studies and Shandong Youth University of Political 

Science, Deputy Director of  Peking University – The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University China Social Work Research Centre. The main research areas 

include Cultural Politics, Rural Social Work, Development Anthropology, 

Social Work Education, Race and Ethnical Studies. In recent years, Dr. Ku has 

been actively promoting the practice and action research and participatory 

research approach. 
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Session 5 

Dr. Jennifer L. Biddle, University of New South Wales, Australia 

“Remote Avant-garde: Animation as Indigenous Hyper-Realism” 

 

This paper models the broader field of emergent experimental remote 

Aboriginal arts taking shape under the Australian Federal Government’s 

Northern Territory National Emergency Response (‘The Intervention’) in 2007; 

the same year the GFC heralded a collapse of the Aboriginal art market.  It 

explores the burgeoning role of animation as an emergent art under occupation. 

Rather than escapism or otherworldly fabrication which have little to do with 

lived experience of the ‘real’, animation in this context has potent everyday 

exigencies and politics.  The capacity for bringing to life literally  -   animus  -  

is linked to the primacy of a sentient Indigenous landscape; an object world 

already alive and alivened with motion, movement, sensation.   The question for 

contemporary film-making (as in other forms of remote experimental art) is 

how to engage country and its viscera today; a project which animation, as this 

paper explores uniquely provides. Through a close examination of the 

animations of PAW Media and Yarrentyt Arltere Artists, the capacity for 

animation to engender incarnate encounters is explored.  Drawing on the 

phenomenology of Merleau-Ponty and Deleuze, as well as the animation theory 

of Cholodenko, Lemarre and others, this paper argues for a reconsideration of 

animation not as incompatible with tradition but in fact as facilitating traditional 

Aboriginal ontologies of affect and sensation, resulting in radical new forms of 

hyper-realism. 

 

Biography: Dr. Jennifer L. Biddle is ARC Future Fellow and Senior Research 

Fellow in the National Institute for Experimental Arts (NIEA), College of Fine 

Arts (COFA), University of New South Wales.  She was formerly Head of 

Anthropology at Macquarie University, and is currently the founding 

Coordinator of the PhD program in Visual Anthropology at 

NIEA/COFA/UNSW; a leading national program specializing in practice-led 

Indigenous and Asia Pacific research.  She is a visual anthropologist of 

Aboriginal art, language, emotion and culture.  Her interdisciplinary research 

and writing spans theories of embodiment, sensory formations and radical 

cultural aesthetics; narrative, trauma, memory and predicaments of 

occupation;  language and poetics, translation, experimental ethnographic 

writing, anthropology and literature;  intercultural ontologies, ‘glocal’ 

formations, frontier and post-colonialism. 
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Dr. Tanja Dreher, University of Wollongong, Australia 

“From visibility to being heard: ethnic minority media production and the 

politics of listening” 

 

In Australia there is a small but very vibrant sector of community media and 

arts focused on video-making and other forms of participatory media production 

by ethnic minorities. There is also an established body of cultural research 

documenting the significance of this work for increased visibility and 

empowerment for young people from culturally diverse backgrounds in 

particular. In this paper I argue for increased attention to ‘listening’ in research 

and practice which more commonly foregrounds minority voice and visibility. 

The paper analyses a number of listening strategies developed by Information 

Cultural Exchange (ICE), an innovative new media community arts organisation 

working in Sydney’s multicultural western suburbs. The paper identifies a 

spectrum of listening events and a typology of listening practices in response to 

diverse minority communication projects. Public events such as film festivals 

and the screening of digital storytelling tales can generate listening focused 

variously on community affirmation, or competition and critique, 

intergenerational listening, crosscommunity listening or the assertion of 

political demands. 

 

Biography: Dr. Tanja Dreher is a senior lecturer in media and 

communications at the University of Wollongong, and program convenor for 

international media and communication. In 2015 - 2019 she will take up an 

Australian Research Council Future Fellowship on “Listening for Media 

Justice: mapping the response to Indigenous and community media in 

Australia's mainstream public sphere”. Tanja's research focuses on the politics 

and practices of 'listening' in contexts which more commonly foreground 

speaking and voice, including: media and multiculturalism, Indigenous and 

community media, and climate change communications. Tanja is currently 

completing a book manuscript 'Listening across difference: Media beyond the 

politics of voice'.  
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Videos screened on 16 October 2014 

a. All About Us: A Documentary  40'  (In English and Chinese with English 

and Chinese subtitles), directed by Eric Tsang, 2014 
 

Ethnicity has become something worth being concerned about, if not 

debated, when certain groups of ethnic people are the minorities in a 

society. This film follows three participants of a video training camp 

for teenaged ethnic minorities in Hong Kong: Albin (Japanese), Olique  

(Bangladeshi) and Hammed (Indian). It reflects on two critical 

questions - "what minority really means?" and "how is it expressed by 

visual creation?" 

b. Jellyfishman  9'07" (In English with English and Chinese subtitles) , 

directed by Barua Olique Kumar, Leung King Lam M. Grace, and Harvin 

Singh, 2013 
 

A Japanese nerdy boy who got hidden superpower kept being bullied by his 

Vietnamese and Thai classmates. After a heavy beating following his brave act 

to save a Filipina classmate, he trains himself up with an Indian guru and 

becomes Jellyfishman, with a mask bought online. And he is not alone. 

c. A Doll’s House – 21
st
 Century 30'25" (In English with English subtitles) , 

directed by Maria Malik, 2014 
 

This short film is an adaptation of Henrik Ibsen’s Doll’s House. In this modern 

version, we are presenting how the 21st century’s women enjoy a high standard 

of education and liberty. The female protagonist Nora, in this act, is presented 

as a woman with all the financial and intellectual power, and appears to be the 

“man-of-the-house”. However, despite having acquired all that Nora was 

deprived of in the original act, she fails to keep her family together.  
d. Don’t just dream, do 12'38" (In English with Chinese and English 

subtitles) , directed by Kandal Satish, 2013 

Two brothers are deeply passionate towards singing and free-running. However, 

in reality, they are far less talented than they have thought. One day they 

suddenly wake up with the abilities they have always bluffed about, but they 

later face a huge disappointment… 

e. Sunset in the East 10'48" (In English with English and Chinese subtitles),  

directed by Without Equal Productions, 2012 

It is a love story happened between a Chinese girl and a Nepali boy in Hong 

Kong. They met each other since they have a common interest, but they fall 

apart because they speak different languages. 



International Symposium                                                                                            
“Feeling ethnic: visuality, emotions, and minority culture”                                                                    

15 – 17 October 2014 
19 

 

 

 

 

 

RRS905 

NTT 



International Symposium                                                                                            
“Feeling ethnic: visuality, emotions, and minority culture”                                                                    

15 – 17 October 2014 
20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Kowloon Tong MTR Station to Sir Run Run Shaw Building, Ho Sin 

Hang Campus 

 

By mini bus, you can take Green Minibus No. 29A to the Ho Sin Hang Campus. 

The Minibus Terminus is near Exit B2 of the MTR Station. Pay the fare when 

you board the Minibus. The fares for an adult are HK$3.90 for No. 29A. Tell 

the driver that you would like to get off at Baptist University. 

 

By walking, when you are at Exit A2, please walk along Suffolk Road, and then 

turn left at Waterloo Road. Go straight along Waterloo Road for about 5 

minutes, and then cross the junction road, you will see HKBU on your right 

side. When arriving at Baptist University, please take the escalator and go to the 

5/F Podium (William M.W. Mong Courtyard), and then turn right and you will 

see a small café. Sir Run Run Shaw Building is next to the café; take the lift to 

9/F and go into Room 905. 

 

Alternatively, you may take a taxi from just outside Exit F of the MTR Station. 

The taxi fare is about $25. You can show the taxi driver the address in Chinese

香港浸會大學大學會堂. When you arrive at the AC Hall, please go to the 

Podium (William M.W. Mong Courtyard), and then turn right, you will see a 

small café. Sir Run Run Shaw Building is next to the café; take the lift to 9/F 

and go into Room 905. 

 

From NTT to Sir Run Run Shaw Building, Ho Sin Hang Campus 

 

Turn right after you leave NTT, and walk along Renfrew Road until you see 

Junction Road. Cross the road and walk to Kam Shing Road. Ho Sin Hang 

Campus is right at Kam Shing Road. Go up the stairs and take the escalator, and 

then turn left. Go straight and you will find a small café, turn left and take the 

lift to 9/F and go into Room 905. 
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